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By TED KOOPMAN—SPEED AGE Director of Automotive Testing

NLARGING a small car results in one
that appears larger but remains fundali
mentally a small car; however, the sma
automobile scaled down from a larger one
will still be a large car, regardless of di-
mensions.
Thus it is with the Nash Rambler. I?ap.'
pears to be a small car, but there the Sl
larity ends, for in reducing the dimensions

of the larger Nash models, the more desir}a; ‘g
ble features were retained and added to t ‘
Rambler.

Consequently, by eliminating the dl:{l(.i;
vantages of the heavy car and incorporating
none of a small car’s weaknesses, the ?nghlé
neers developed a modified version of the
deluxe automobile scaled down to meet_t
requirements imposed by today’s congeste
traffic conditions,

The Rambler Country Club, or hard—tog
convertible, may be ciassified as a Sen;:e
Sports car and the nearest approach to’lghe
M. G. produced in America today. :
Rambler corners and accelerates nearly 2
well as the best M. G. e

On winding roads, the Rambler will gler

any car a bad time and the heavy car drive
This photograph of the underside of the Nash Rambler shows the suspension set.

up.  who follows or stays ahead of it for 25
14
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Cap Capwell Photo

Ted Koopman, Speed Age's director of automotive testing, gives the Nash Rambler a stiff work-out at the Norwood, Mass. Midget
Speedway. Ted makes a hard turn on the gravel parking area. At this point, about 55 mph, the left front wheel started to lift.

miles on twisting roads will be exhausted
in comparison with the Rambler owner.
Even on long straight stretches, this ag-
gressive youngster doesn’t admit defeat and
unless a car goes well over 8o MPH, the
Rambler will dog his trail as though being
towed.

And best of all, the Rambler does all this
and averages well up to 30 MPG, while its
heavier competitor will be fortunate to
average I2.

It makes you wonder, doesn’t it, if the
larger car gives twice as much in return for
twice as much gas?

The first Rambler I saw was driven by
Nascar’s Commissioner, Cannon Ball Baker,
as a pace car for Langhorne’s opening race in
1950. As I watched, I marvelled at the way
the little car clung to the track as Baker
pushed it through the turns, and at its ex-
ceptional speed on the front stretch.

I use the term “little” because from
where I sat the car did look small and not
until after the race, when I was closer to it,
did I realize how wrong my impression had
been. Its novel styling and generous di-
mensions, together with the demonstration
of handling I'd witnessed, were impressive.

Since then I've seen many on the road,
but had never examined one closely until
Bill Haworth, Assistant Public Relations
Director for Nash Motors, made a Rambler
available for the SpEEp AGE Test Report.
As I looked it over with Bill, I wondered
how my six-foot, 200-pound carcass was
going to fit behind the wheel.

When I did slide into the seat, there I
was, with enough room to spare to put on
two suits of underwear, and ample leg
room, also.

I planned to drive to the SPEED AGE
office at Washington, D. C., and Bill as-
sured me it was just the type of jaunt the
Rambler revelled in. I didn’t question his
judgement, but I still had to be shown.

What bothered me was the idea of a 100-
inch wheelbase car offering the quality ride
Haworth claimed for it. Could be, I
thought, and then again his enthusiasm
might lend a slight bias to his predictions.

Jokingly, I said, “And you were the guy
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who said I'd enjoy driving this what-cher-
ma-call-it to Washington.”

“I'm the guy,” he shot back, “and I'm
so sure that I'll make a slight wager—say
two blondes against one brunette—that
you’ll not only enjoy the ride, but wish it
were longer by the time you’re back in
Newton, Mass.”

I considered a moment, but as I couldn’t
take my prize home if I did win, replied,
“Nothing doing.”
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This map, prepared by Art Director Zang
Auerbach, depicts the route taken by Ted
Koopman on his seven-state 905-mile round
trip road test, Boston to Washington.

In connection with the Washington trip
—in my report on the Hudson Hornet I
stated a policy of withholding judgment
of any car before driving it at least rooo
miles. In my opinion, attempting a com-
plete test analysis with only a few short
trial runs as a guide, is unfair to both car
and driver.

An experienced driver can judge the fun-
damental worth of a car almost instantly;
but qualifying that judgment requires suffi-
cient continuous driving to allow the car to
develop its own driver fatigue potential and
determine its effect on physical and mental
condition after 8 to 10 hours of steady
driving.

That information, coupled with learning
an automobile’s individual traits, will en-
able a driver to write an honest and graphic
report.

T'll give but a brief description of the
trip to Washington which began in Newton,
Mass. at 7:30-on a Friday evening and
ended in front of the SPEED AGE office at
8 a.m. Saturday.

The speedometer showed only five miles
when I pulled out of the Nash Motors
branch in Boston and the car was redolent
with that lovely but strange new car smell
which grew stronger as the car warmed up
as we got underway.

I kept the needle in the vicinity of 40
MPH for the first 100 miles and after leav-
ing Hartford, Conn., stepped it up and held
at 55 most of the way to New York. Run-
ning time to that point was four hours and
40 minutes, no record to be sure, but not
napping either.

Driving through the Merritt Parkway
gave me ample opportunity to acquire the
feel of the car, which was pleasing under
all conditions, but the overdrive, at least
to my mind, is the feature that makes the
automobile so successful.

Once in o.d., the car slips along smoothly
without noise or vibration, much like a
sailboat running before the wind; but with-
out this gearing, the Rambler would be
just another automobile.

The six-cylinder, 172-cubic inch engine,
rated 82 HP at 3800 RPM, has such reserve
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These pictures, made by the Speed Age photographer's high sp'eed camel
roads, as Koopman hits better than 55 miles per hour. The little car’s unus

power that it loafs at normal cruising
speeds and owing to its high torque at low
engine RPM, its snappy acceleration is be-
wildering.

Through the Holland Tunnel and over
the Pulaski Skyway to New Brunswick,
N. J., there to swing onto Route 130, a
faster road to the South and the first
chance I'd had to bear down and see how
it handled at higher speeds. Running close
to 70 MPH, the solid feeling of its steering,
the rapid acceleration and effortless brak-
ing made this type of high speed traffic
driving a pleasure.

We went twisting and winding through
the parade of Baltimore and Washington-
bound trucks, through Bordentown, Bur-
lington and Palmyra and skimmed the out-
skirts of Camden, Paulsboro, Penns Grove
and finally Pennsville, docking point for
the New Castle Ferry—since replaced by
the Delaware River Memorial Bridge.

Three hours and 125 miles. Slow, you
say? Perhaps, if considered only by the
miles per hour average, but it’s a slow
route at best and anyone making it under
3% hours is driving every minute of the
way.

The Rambler had demonstrated its ability
to take hard driving and though held at 65
MPH over cobble stones, car tracks, worn
out asphalt and broken concrete; it never
once complained or faltered.

The suspension gives reasonably rigid
cornering and good handling, yet is soft
enough to absorb the greater portion of
road shock, while the little that remains is
dissipated in the foam rubber seat cushion.

I was in New Castle, the Delaware ter-
minus of the new bridge, nearly an hour to
eat and check the car’s running gear bear-
ings while it was on the grease lift. With
no trouble apparent, I started for Balti-
more.

Traffic was light on Route 40 passing
through the city and although the myriad
of traffic lights slowed progress, I eventu-
ally came to the Washington turn-off and
the last leg of the journey.

Running on a long straight section of
divided lane highway, T decided to see how
fast the car would travel. In a matter of
seconds the speedometer indicated 70 MPH,
There was no sign of front wheel wander
and no wind weave, although a certain
amount of body sway was noticeable.

Then slowly but steadily to 75—the front
end began to feel lighter and passing
through some slight depressions, the body
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rolled and galloped somewhat. Must be
nearly the top, I thought, but to my sur-
prise the needle continued to climb. I

Just about the time it stopped rising, f
saw what appeared to be a rough section o
road in the distance and unable to gauge
its roughness or be certain of the car’s
ability to take extreme roughness at that
speed, I dropped back to 65 MPH.

The Rambler is fast—faster than the
average person wants or is capable of driv-
ing on the highway, but in checking the
speedometer afterwards for error, I found
the actual road speed was nine miles an
hour less than indicated and that is still
fast enough for anyone.

The car gives that delightful feeling of
pulling you along rather than the sense of
continual mental pushing and shoving to
get ahead. Actually it responds as though
alive and delighted to be going as fast as
you'd allow; as if it would sulk if held back.

The Rambler suspension, as set up for
domestic distribution, is designed to give
that soft riding quality demanded by the
American public, though personally T would
prefer to sacrifice some of the riding qual-
ity and have the car equipped with the
more rigid suspension supplied on the ex-
port model.

However, that is strictly a personal opin-
ion and I believe the majority of users will
prefer the standard suspension. This is a
clever_ piece of design and is responsible for
the big car riding qualities of the 100-inch
wheel-base.

I found when riding alone, however, that
certain types of road irregularities had a
tendency to produce a sharp jolt in the
rear seat, but with one or two passen

: Pt gers
the added weight eliminated that action and
a level comfortable ride resulted, regard]es
of the roughness of road surfacés. 5
. The addition of a green tell-tale light ¢
indicate the position of the overdrive wou]g
be very convenient as would a dimmer ¢
tr% for the instrument panel light 2

riving with only the parkine 1+ :
use, I found it difﬁ(}:]ult topteli{lir}gt}igyht\i o
off or on except by reflection anq if t}:;f

: : > the panel |
zslxtxgé?h, this uncertainty would e elirngi}r;E
_ Having the dome light sw
hpger tips is one of the handi
T've seen, and is so much bet

: : ter than fym.
bling blindly ar. i
panel. Y around on the roof of side

The foam rubber cushions in the Rambler

itCh at your
est new jdeas

how the Rambler m¢
i ual front suspensli

Cap Capwell P}mtos
aking short work of hills and roug
on gives big car riding qualities,

readily adjust themselves to the body ang
although a bit more height at the frop
edge of the seat would give better leg sup-
port, 1 could have easily driven another
soo miles.

JoAs for convenience, I could fill pages
with little things and big things, too, that
combine to make the Rambler a most
thoughtfully designed'car. i

The Rambler, having no tiring effect
other than the normal fatigue potential,
speaks well for those who dgsigned so much
comfort and performance into 1oo inches
of wheel-base.

The actual driving time had been nine
hours and 30 minutes for the 424 miles at
an average speed of 44.6 MPH. For that
combination of highway and traffic I be-
lieve it is better than average for any car
regardless of size, and with an average of
25.3 MPG, the car and its performance was a
revelation of the possibilities latent in the
modified automobile.

The return trip was uneventful and leav-
ing Washington at 1 p.m. Sunday, I drove
in a light rain all the way to New York,

Cap Capwell Photo

;r:edl Koopman mounts a new pressure feed
GCCuconsump"" meter, considered more
rate than the gravity feed type
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with the wet roads a good test on the Ram-

bler's ability to handle on slippery going.

[ travelled as fast going back on wet roads

as I did coming down on dry roads, and not
once was there any loss of traction, either
in acceleration or in braking. I reached
Newton at 9.05 Monday morning with an
actual driving time of nine hours and 15
minutes and the 35 gallons of fuel I burned
for gog miles gave an average of 25.9 MPG.

Refusing to bet with Bill Haworth was
a good move on my part. I'd have lost that
one!

The following Wednesday, I picked up
Speep AGE Cameraman Cap Capwell and at
the Motor Vehicle Research Laboratory
we made dynamometer and speedometer
checks and later a series of highway decel-
eration tests. In connection with the stop-
ping distances shown, these are not the
chortest distances in which the car can be
stopped, but rather those in which it may
be done with passenger comfort. 3

Interested in finding out how much cen-
trifugal force the front suspension could
handle, I located a smooth area in the park-
ing lot at the Norwood, Mass. Speedway
and ran some tests. The illustration shows
the amount of body tilt when cornering
sharply at 55 MPH and it is practically the
limit. A moment after this picture was
taken. the left front wheel started to lift.

That brought out another point in the
Rambler’s favor—the gradual lifting of the
wheel rather than the characteristic of
some cars of holding to the exact limit and
then snapping over so rapidly nothing can
be done to prevent the roll That unus-
ual front spring mounting has something
to offer of far greater efficiency than the
normal suspension, and once you become
accustomed to the odd movement, it is
about the best to be found on an American
car.

The ability of the front suspension to
absorb extreme and sudden loading without
excess declination, is clearly shown in the
cover picture, which was taken head on at
the instant of applying the full pressure of
brakes, which stopped the car in 45 feet at
a speed of 50 MPH.

While it shows excellent braking effi-
ciency, it cannot be anticipated under nor-
mal highway conditions and in this case
was the result of an unusually high coeffi-
cient of friction in that particular surface.

In respect to wet weather driving and
ignition break-down, I doused the running
engine with the fine spray from the hose
and at the end of three minutes continu-
ous showering there was no skip nor the
slightest hesitation.

At this point, the opinion of Mrs. Betty
Bradford is interesting, for Betty is another
of the Sports Car Club of America wives
who is a “natural” behind the wheel of any
type car.

No doubt many recall the Ladd Special,
affectionately called “The 0ld Grey Mare”,
which won the Mount Washington race and
had an enviable record of wins in various
types of racing. Betty drove it on a flat
clay track and did a grand job in winning
the event. At Thompson, Conn., on the
paved half-mile, she set the fastest time in
her class.

She has driven from coast to coast a
number of times and knows cars well
enouch to iudge the performance of the

Cap Capwell Photo

Koopman checks speedometer error on the dynamometer rollers at the Motor Vehicle

Research Laboratory. The fan at the front o
the reqular fan

it is being tested with

Rambler. From the woman’s point of view,
she concludes: “The first thing I noticed
was the larger rim of the steering wheel and
for once I didn’t cramp my fingers grasping
it solidly. I also like the quick acceleration
and the even and smooth braking action.

“Driving a car with a curved windshield
that doesn’t distort one’s vision is un-
usual and the location of the hand brake
is very unusual. Even though T'm left
handed, I can’t find it half the time. How-
ever one would get used to its location
after a time.

“The interior finish is very smart and
the upholstery colorful and of good quality.
The dash is handy and good looking, but
what takes my eye is the tricky glove com-
partment. That’s neat.”

§ the car is to keep the engine cool while
disconnected. Fuel tests also were run.

The compression ratio of the Rambler
is 7.25 to 1—exceeded only by eight other
cars, one of which is the Ambassador. Of
that eight, only two are sixes, as is the
Rambler, and two are fours. The other four
are eight-cylinder jobs. Since compression
ratio, especially a high one, is indicative
of expected high fuel economy all else
being equal, mention of this is important.

Of 15 sixes, the Rambler weighs less than
all but one, the Henry J. The Rambler
weight is 2430, still quite hefty.

In brake horsepower per square inch of
piston area, considered a valid index of
quality of engine design, the Rambler
comes out to 1.78 which places it 19th in
comparison with all other models and still

(Continued on page 46)
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Betty Bradford gives the Nash Rambler Country Club a thorough work-out before

reporting her impressions of its performance as Speed Age's feminine

quest tester.

17



NASH RAMBLER TEST

(Continued from page 17)

is not a bad postition when you consider
it ranks 12th among the sixes.

Along the same lines, measured in brake
HP per cubic inch, which is also an index
of engine efficiency and economy, the
Rambler figures to .475 which places it
seventh among the sixes currently on the
market.

Piston travel in feet per minute, the
gauge by which engine life can well be
measured or predicted, gives the Rambler
a 2375 FpM. Only four other sixes have a
lower ¥pM and of all cars, the Rambler
rates 11th in this respect.

Mechanically, the Rambler is a rugged,

Performance Data
Nash Rambler
Country Club Model

Engine Specifications

Number of cylindersio.cet e taidnis sl [
Arrangement i S e oo R L head
Bors; and, stroke LT NL R 38" x 33"
Piston displacement. .. .. 172.6 cubic inches
Compression ratiot Lo o3 et 7.25 to |
Brake horsepower. ... ... 82 sHp at 3800 reM
Jorque. L R 138 foot pounds at 1600 rem

Chassis & Body Specifications

Wheslbase' & 20 = Sl R SRRIE 100 inches
Overall length - = s i Ehn 278, 176 inches
Tread Fhoht L 185 ¢ e S v ies 53!/4 inches
Tread fmeor —bctoad L D O St 53 inches

Turning radius. . 18 feet, 7 inches, either way

Rate of Acceleration

0t030.... 4.15 (first only)
040 60....18.17 (Ist & high)
0%060....17.61 (1st-2nd-high)
20t0 50.... 9.96 high
30to50.... 8.26 high...11.85 in Cverdrive
3010 60....14.25 high...19.29 in Overdrive
40 to 60....10.44 high...16.78 in Overdrive

Braking and Deceleration Time

Complete Pedal

stop from Pressure = Distance Time

30 mpH.. .60 pounds.. 34 feet..2.44 seconds

40 mpH. . .65 pounds.. 61 feet. .3.65 seconds

50 mpH. . .71 pounds. . 105 feet. .4.94 seconds

60 mpH. . .77 pounds. .23 | feet. .5.46 seconds
(Driver reaction time not included)

Fuel Consumption

25 mpH (Regular gas)............ 33.05 mre
BDMPHE ot XS e 32.4 wmre
AD JpH FEEoS S TRGI s SO R 31.33 mre
LT Bt & s S P e e, 28.6 mre
DO MPH st £ S5 LA e i W et 25.2 wmre
Heovy traffic [0 58 e a b g ns 19.4 wmre
Average of 905 miles. ........... 25.9 wmre
Speedometer Error
Indicated Actual
P M R o 18 wmpH
30 MPH L B i e g e 27  wMpH
ADEMPH: . S ESE et ot o 37  MpH
S0 Mee ....45 MpPH
DDLMPH S 54  MpH
IO MPH: S8 ST pe s bl o 621/3 MpH

Dynamometer Readings
Maximum Axle Horsepower.
2700 rem—54 mpH—58.75 Axle Hp
35 pounds pedal pressure required to release
clutch
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well built automobile, as all Nash products
have been for years, including the original
Rambler of 19o2 vintage.

The first year Thomas B. Jeffery manu-
factured Ramblers at his Kenosha, Wis.,
plant he produced 1,500 cars and was the
second largest mass producer of automo-
biles, exceeded only by Oldsmobile.

In 1914 the car’s name was changed to
Jeffery and continued thus until C. W.
Nash purchased the factory in 1916. A year
later the new Nash was presented.

There is something about the ‘new’ Ram-
bler that gets under the skin; a something
that draws you to it—a ‘now I'm home’
feeling which gives the car a distinct per-
sonality.

Nash’s radical departure from usual body
design standards has become extremely con-
troversial with strong arguments advanced
both for and against their stylings.

Never having been a solid supporter of
Nash body styling, when I first drove the
Rambler I wasn’t over-fond of its appear-
ance. However, as does the car itself, the
body design grows more attractive with
familiarity and I can honestly say that I
now like its looks, although I think reducing
its puffiness in various spots would help.

But whether or not you approve of the
Rambler design, there is no question of its
excellent mechanical qualifications and our
inquiry, “Is it a good car mechanically”
brings an unqualified, “Yes.”

From the safety angle, it is customary to
consider the automobile from two stand-
points—passenger safety and pedestrian
safety.

The Airflyte unit, or integral construc-
tion, offers greatly increased passenger
safety over the usual frame and body style
of manufacture and the chances of sur-
viving a collision will be better in the
Rambler than in most larger cars, with the

When Ted Koopman drove the Nash Rambler
in Washington, Don Grant, Speed Age Adve

tanding higher in that 1.

station wagon A
spect than the other models. The Ramb)er
comes in three models, station wagon, ¢loth
top convertible and the hard top Country
Club.

The omission of the center door support
in all the so-called hard-top convertible
weakens the roof structure to
and reduces its protective ability in event
of a roll over.

The comparative smoothnes of the
Country Club interior with its excellent ir
strument panel design makes it an unusuz
safe car to ride in and with positive
catches and flush door handles, it could be
considered a standard for the industry.

The exterior is also above average from
the standpoint of pedestrian injury
elimination of the hood ornament is an in
telligent advance in safety control. Ag:
flush door opening devices would place it
on a level with the interior and the entire
car might well be accepted as a standard
for rating the safety level of all automo-
biles.

It is an extremely safe car, regardless of
its size, and the designers should be con-
gratulated for building lives-saved into the
Rambler.

But despite its high rating, there are
limitations and any prospective purchaser
should balance his requirements against the
car’s ability to meet them. Obviously the
Rambler isn’t a practical car for a large
family or the door to door salesman who
would be getting in and out hundreds of
times a day, but for the average salesman
and home to work transportation, it has no
peer.

Actually, a new terminology should be
applied to cover cars of the Rambler size
group. Describing it as a small or little car
causes the average person to bracket it
with Crosley, American Austin, Bantam or

ome extent

and the

Don O’Reilly Photo

Country Club to the Speed Age home office
rtising Director, took him on a tour of the

Capital's scenic spots for a test run. In front of the Jefferson Memorial
of the Washington Monument in the background, Grant, checks fhooz:r:svg::f:t.m:::::..

SPEED AGE—America's FIRST Motor Racing Magazine

ey



Don O’Reilly Photo

Cannon Ball Baker, Nascar Commissioner, drives the Nash Rambler convertible as the
pace car at a Nascar race at Langhorne, Pa. Speedway, with Miss Kate Murtah, musical
comedy star and model for Tall Timber Tessie of Smilin' Jack comic strip fame.

Simca and the Rambler doesn’t fall into
that classification. Neither will it fit the
same group with Ford, Plymouth and Chev-
rolet.

With quite a few cars, if foreign makes
are counted, included in the 1oo-inch wheel
base category, the Rambler joins the Henry
J. Aso Austin, M.G. and 1400 Fiat, among
others. What would be more loglcal than to
create a group name for them.

In considering the economic position of
the Rambler, the facts are not as favor-
able as mlght be hoped for. The car, de-
livering on the East Coast for approxx-
mately $1,900, falls into direct competition
with the Ford Six, Studebaker Champion,
certain models of Plymouth and Chevrolet
—all of which deliver at con51derably less.

Even though the Rambler is fully
equipped as compared to the barest of ne-

cessities in the others, it is not in an
enviable competitive position, particularly
when its rather high rate of depreciation
is considered.

In concluding this trial of the Rambler,
we might well turn back the pages of auto-
motive history and quote from the com-
pany’s early advertising which fits today’s
Rambler, even as it did its ancestor.

They wrote: “Picture to yourself a hand-
some, high-grade, beautifully finished, luxu-
riously easy-riding, closed car—put as much
quality into the picture as you can—and
you still will not be overestimating its
quality and appearance.

“Vet the cost of this car complete, is ex-
tremely moderate.”

In 1905 the Rambler slogan, was “Ram-
bler—The car of steady service.’

Why not for 1951 as well? % I
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Cwalores for racing « - »

ALL CARS. Any bore size for all strokes. P. C. rings and
pins furnished FREE. GRANT RINGS available
Ford and Mercury V8 CUSTOM xiT%43.00

SUPERS for general use

ALL CARS. Ford & Merc V8 all sizes including
33X bore, in both 3%, and 4" (Y L. C)
strokae. Complete with rings & pins 125,00

Al‘nlllc nuo Anb vown mumum

DEPT. S'I COVINA 2, CALIF.

ON THE NEW YORK SKYLINE
...A HOTEL APART L

“““SPECIALISTS IN RACE CAR
ENGINE & WHEEL BALANCING

“The Finest in the Field”

OFFENHAUSER

New Catalog Avaiiable
Send 25¢ to cover mailing costs.
Offenhauser Equipment Corp.

5054 5 Alhambra Ave., Los Angeles 32, Calif.
Phone CApital 2-1330

RAELITE ALLOY PISTONS

Finest obtainable. For Chevrolet, Buick, Cadlllac,
Chrysler, Hudson, Oldsmobile, Packard, Studebaker,
M.G.s, Austin, Bantam, Fiat, Renault, Peugeot, etc.
All Models. Racing Pistons Custom Made. Also Pins
and Rings for all Models. Get our low prices,

MERRYMAN MFG. CO.

Box 166, Lawndale, Calif.

JACKET EMBLEMS

32#&023 ‘ch(:%ome Luscens,
INFORMATION FOR | —uaf.
STARTING A SPEED

%
JACKET EMBLEMS

Box 9862, Los Feliz Station
Los Angeles 27, calif.

No More Frozem Car Locks, Windshields, Garage
Locks, Gas Caps etc., with th

JET LOCK DEFROSTER

A This compact, Erecismn -built, scientific
8 \ instrument wor! sonachemxcan} proven
principle and will defrost the most stub-

born lock or frozen surface in about
twenty seconds. A jet of superheated
steam does the trick, and is
guaranteed towork every time. -
Postpaid Paid. Sorry no C.0.D.
COMMERCIAL SALES CO., Dept. PM-12,
1303 Fulton Street, lrooklyn 16, N.Y.
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